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This is a cover from a member of the 14th Defence Battalion (First
Marine Force) First Marine Amphibious Corps stationed at Tulagi
from the 16th January 1943 to the 25th September 1943. This
Battalion was formed from Detachments "A" and "B" of the 5th
Defence Battalion. No post office was activated for this Unit.
Covers were cancelled with Jersey type N-M1l using turquoise-green
ink. The circular PASSED BY NAVAL CENSOR applied to cover is in
the same colour ink as the C.D.S. and is, as yet, untyped but
could possibly be the Unit Censor's mark.
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A Cover from Navy Number 145 on Guadalcanal with the regular Navy
flag canceller of 5 JUL 1943 showing "NAVY/145" in two lines between
the killer bars. This type of postmarker has been noted in use in
this manner from early February 1943 until January 1944.

Navy 145 was the code for the Fleet Post Office stationed at Guadal-
canal between 12 February 1943 until 17 June 1946. Canceller is
Jersey type N-2 and the censoring mark Gisburn type 59.
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The Cover illustrated is from a member of the 224th Ordinance Service
Company; Jersey type A-7 datestamper applied and Gisburn type 57
censor cachet applied, the cover being self-censored.
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This is a cover from a member of the 1lst Battalion 4th Regiment 1lst
Marine Amphibious Corps. The Unit's regulating branch post office
(Marine Corps Post Office No. 845) postal workload in the early
organisational days was only accomplished through long hours of work
and drawing on work parties from the local Marine Units. However by
mid-1943 two officers and 34 men of other ranks were regularly
assigned with a working party of up to 26 from the Transient Centre
to supplement assigned clerks. This post office was responsible for
the routing of all Marine mail in the South Pacific. This area covers
Marines serving in five countries and several small islands garrisoned
by Marine Corps personnel.

The Headquarters and post office of this unit was stationed at Camp
Tetere (also called Coconut Grove Camp from September 1943). Later
it was moved to Tassafarronga, mouth of the present site of the
capital, Honiara.

The cover is cancelled with Jersey type NM-1l, the regular postmarker
issued to all Navy and Marine Corps postal units. Censors stamp is
the units censor officer's stamp.
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This cover is from a member of the 4Lth Marines Reinforced - 6th
Marine Division on Guadalcanal to the Marine Corps Base in
California. The 6th Marine Division was raised on the 7th
September 1944 and Capt. Fred D. Conderman was assigned as the
Unit's Postal Officer. The Officer had previously served in the
Solomon's Campaign as the Postal Officer to the lst Marine
Division.,

The post stamp assigned to this Unit was number 12922, a branch
of the New York Post Office.

Censor's stamp, applied in violet, is the Units own censoring
officer's stamp.

Corp. Waldo E, Drudge

sseweeh) (FoElse Reglmental Pay Office
2 Fourth Marines, Reinf
g @@ Sixth Marine Livielon
N7 2 ¢ /o Fleet Post Qffice
San Francisco, Calif.

The Chevron
Marine Corps Base
Sen Dlego, California.

The 6th Marine Division trained on and around Guadalcanal for its
part in the Okinawa and Ryukyu Islands assaults and landings. Thus
the dates for the 6th Division on Guadalcanal are 7th September
1944 to 15 May 1945.
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This is a cover from a member of the Divisional Headquarters
Company of the First Marine Division ( First Marine Force )
stationed at Pavuvu Island in the Russell Group between the
28th April 1944 and 7th September 1944 and again between the
21st October 1944 and 27th February 1945.

The cover 1is cancelled with a date stamp dated 2 MAR 44,
Jersey type M-19. The Unit's censor mark is applied in
violet.

The date stamp used was issued by the Marine Corps Post
Office 730 for use by the First Marines and was officially
designated the title MCPO 755, and attached to the First
Marine Division Headquarters.

There is no back stamping.
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This 1is a cover from the
Commanding Officer of the 11th
Defence Battalion. The Unit
was moved from the U.S.A. on
the 3rd December, 1942 and
arrived in the New Hebrides on
the 21st December. The Unit
sailed from the New Hebrides
on the 14th January 1943 and
arrived at Tulagi on the 17th.

SECURITY._EDUCAT1uN

CONSERVATION [HEALTH

When the Battalion reached
Tulagi it was wusing the USMC
Unit No. 870 as its mailing
address. The date stamp, with
killer bars, 1is Jersey type
M-26 and is dated 9 MAR 19453
with the notation USMC/ UNIT

870 between the killer bars.
This Unit was officially num-
bered 870 and had its own
postal facilities operating as
a military branch of the New
York, N.Y. Post Office.
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The cover is an official one
and has the figures 000867
applied to the back. No censor
marking was required as the
envelope contained official
despatches.

Calif.

Fleet Post Officex
San Francisco,
OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Eleventh Defense Battallon

%

The Commanding Officer
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lstdSgt. J.8. WRIGHT, USHC.

, 2d Merine Depot Co,

l 4th Base Depot, Mar S8,
5th Amphibious Corps,
%FPO, San Froncisco, Calif.

THE CHEVRON l
Marine Corps Base, .
.San Diego, Califcrnia.

This is a Cover from a member of the 2nd Marine Depot Company attached
to the 4th Base Depot stationed at Banika Island in the Russell Group.

This Cover has been cancelled with Jersey type N-MZ2 postmarker and the
unit's censoring stamp.
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This cover, from a member of the United States Navy Construction
Battalion Number 33, is cancelled with Jersey type postmarker CB-L
(33rd NCB) and has the slogan "CONST./BATT33" between the lines of
the killer bars.

The "PASSED BY CENSOR" mark is particular to this unit only as it
is thought that this Post Office only received one type of censor
stamp.
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This is a cover from a member of the U.S. Navy Construction
Battalion Number 33 stationed at Banika Island in the Russell Group
from 21 February 1943 until 19 November 1943. The canceller used is
Jersey type CB-3 (33rd NCB) with the slogan "USNCB/BATT33" between
the killer bars.

The censor stamp, applied in red, is only seen on covers from the
33rd NCB or from members of other units posting their mail at the
33rd NCB postal unit. This unit is thought to have only been issued
with one type of censor stamp. Other units and post offices were
equipped with several different types of censor stamps.
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From Company "K", 3rd Battalion, 1lst Marine Division

C.d.s., Jersey type M-16
This cds was the registration mark of
the First Marines, commonly seen used
at Pavuvu as a postal cenceller,

Unit stationed at Pavuvu, Russell Is., from
28 April 1944 until 8 Sept., 19k.
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This is a cover from the Officer Commanding Company "E" 2nd Battalion
- 1lst Marine, 1lst Marine Division (First Marine Force). The date stamp
includes identifying no. MCPO 755 which was later changed to 12867 Unit
1, Jersey type M-16. The Unit's Censor mark is applied in violet.

The Battalion was stationed on Pavuvu Island in the Russell Group
between the following dates -

28th April 1944 - 7 September 194k
10th October 1944 - 1 March 1945

The cover is back stamped with a straight line date stamp JUN 20 1944
applied in the same colour as the Censor's stamp, possibly stamped by
the Censor himself. The cover is also back stamped with the number
3989 in red.
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On the 30th January 1943 the Navy Department issued a directive
abolishing Navy Numbers for Construction Units. The following is
an extract from that Order:

"(3) Conforming to change of the Department's policy, mail
addresses for Lions, Cubs, Acorns and Construction
Battalions are hereby abolished. Mail addresses to
Navy Numbers for these units will continue to be
forwarded and the Navy Number will be retained on this
list as a matter of record for mail handling officers."

The Navy Number referred to for this unit listed as the sender's
return address was '8245'. This was no longer necessary as per the
above so the address simply reads 46th N.C.B. F.P.0. San Francisco.

This Cover is also unusual in that the sender's address is on the
back instead of on the front left-hand side of the Cover. The unit
was stationed on Guadalcanal between the 23rd March 1943 and 22nd
November 1943. The datestamp and killer bars are of a type as yet
unclassified and the censor mark is type 59 Gisburn.
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This is a cover from the officer commanding "D" Company 3rd Support
Weapons Battalion - Divisional Service Troop = 3rd Marine Division.
The Divisional Post Office for the unit was MCPO 1155 with MCPO 575
serving the 3rd Marines and one branch of this Post Office, No. 12883,
was assigned to the Service Troops.

The canceller is Jersey type M-1l5 with "MARINES" between the middle
and bottom killer bars. Censor stamp is Gisburn type 59. The cover is
additionally stamped with a straight line "VIA AIRMAIL" some 60mm
long by 10mm high, applied in violet.
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Alvin M. Bateman, C.S.F. UCHNR.
46th, CB. Company "B"
c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

Cadet Alvin Bateman Jr. '
Sewanee Military Academy
Sewanee, Tennessee

This is a cover from a member of the L4L6th Construction Battalion
stationed on Guadalcanal between the 21st March 1943 and 22nd
November 1943.

BNLAS 7)8

The cover has been cancelled with Jersey type <2 OCT 6 1943. The-

T2 Aesjgnaiion N mtands, for Movy Rod Horing oo vae CompEiny
%ﬁﬁda }St/ ripe 9&1 y Although dthe
ice.

Circular PASSED BY CENSOR mark applied to cover is Gisburn type 59.

LOTH CB 1ST ECHELON GUADALCANAL 21 MAR 43 - 16 NOV 43
L6th CB 2ND ECHELON GUADALCANAL 30 APRIL 43 - 22 NOV 43
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The above cover shows the regular Navy date canceller as used by the
Construction Battalion, in this case the 63rd. The main difference
in all of these covers is in the censors stamp, they being different
sizes etc from one unit to another.
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This is an official cover from "G"
Company 2nd Battalion 3rd Marine
Division. This Division moved to
Guadalcanal, from New Zealand,
arriving on the 15th July 1943. The
Division was assigned the area of
Tetere Beach called the Coconut Grove
Camp.

This cover originated on Bougainville
as the Division departed from Guadal-
canal on the 13th October 1943 and
returned in January 194L.

An interesting item is that the
assault on Bougainville started only .
eight days before this cover was post-
marked, at dawn on the 1lst November
1943.

Postmarker used is Jersey type N-M2.
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A 19LL Cover written by Lt Col E. Peterson at the Headquarters of
the XIV Corps ¢/o APO 453 which unit was stationed at Cape Torokina
on Bougainville from January 1944 until January 1945.

War Department Orders of the 28th September 1943 established a table
of organisation of one officer and eleven enlisted men to operate
APO 453. It was first activated in accordance with these Orders on
New Georgia Island on the 20th October 1943.

The date canceller used is Jersey type A-24 and the Cover is self-
censored in manuscript by the writer.
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This cover is from a member of the Construction Battalion Detachment
Number 1009. This small unit was stationed on Pavuvu Island in the
Russell Group and was the construction unit prior to the 19th
Construction Battalion being stationed there on the 12th May 1944.

The nickname for these units was apparently the "Seabees" which was
taken from the abbreviated version "C.B.".

Y LBy SN LB S S AII" ARy A

Frank V. E. Koll - CSK
C. B. Detachment 31009
San Francisco, Cal,
(Fleet Post Office, )

’ , Florence Howe,
2819 - 27th Ave. So.,

Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Each U.S. Construction Battalion had and operated its own Post
Office which, unlike other armed forces post offices, was a
military branch of the New York, N.Y., Post Office, administered
through the Mail Division, Office of the Vice Chief of Naval
Operations.

The Censor mark was appliedby the Unit's censoring officer.

NAVAML  Cousplles \oy %WWWA&Q Nitact MEy T No 1009

Freglen ™ AT LS 1SLAUM D3 SEL R AL 18147
Tt 23 it 149,
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A 1944 Cover from a serviceman serving in the 1393rd Construction
Engineers' Battalion who has used APO 709 as his return address.
The cancellation (Jersey type A-11) is of a type used in the hand
cancelling machine in use from 24th November 1943 due to the heavy
workload of mail. The censor stamp applied is Gisburn type 61.
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This cover is from the Coxswain of the Carrier Aircraft Service Unit
(C.A.S.U. 11 6th Division), operating on Guadalcanal between the 10th
July 1943 and August 1944. The postmarker, Jersey type N-M2, is found
on both Navy and Marine mail, and operated from the vicinity of
Henderson Field.

The censor's mark is the Unit's own censoring official stamp applied
in black.
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Official Cover from the 4th Base
Depot stationed at Banika Island
in the Russell Group. This base
depot was serviced by branch
12994 of the New York Post Office
but did not always use the
canceller issued. The one shown
here is thought to be a spare one
used on occasions when the main
canceller was out of use for some
reason.
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A cover from a member of the U.S. Navy with the sender's address
listed as A.N.B. (Advanced Naval BasZ¥ 250 ¢/o Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco. This Naval Base was established at Munda Point on
the island of New Georgia on the 30th June 1943 until 6th September
1945. Both the date stamp and censor mark are thought to be from
the Post Office attached to the base and are, as yet, untyped.
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This is a Cover from a member of the 501st C.B.M.U. (Construction
Battalion Maintenance Unit). This unit was stationed not only on
Guadalcanal but also in the Russell Islands. C.B.M.U. were activated
after the departure of the regular construction battalions and the
problem of maintenance at the various naval bases arose. Again each
unit was issued with its own cancelling date stamp, in this case a
machine one, and its own individual censoring stamp.

i%m‘mA‘ Listec 1SLANS ot Ocrobiz 1964 TO Moy 1948
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C. J. LITTLE Slc
CEMU # 520 - FPO - e
San Francisco, Calif.

TASTMAN KODAX COMPANY
Rochester 4, New York

A further Cover from a member of the C.B.M.U., this one the 520th.
The unit was stationed on Guadalcanal from September 1943 until late
in 1946. Here again a machine cancellation has been used ‘in conjunc-
tion with the unit's own individual censor stamp.

CSIWC/AA% e 10 FRALIaLy (gaq TIiLL AT 19447,
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This Cover, from a member of the lst Provisional Marine Brigade, is
interesting in that this Unit was formed from two veteran reinforced
regiments, the 4th and the 22nd, under the command of Brigadier General
Lemuel C. Shepherd Jr U.S.M.C.. The Brigade was formed up of Raider
Battalions, or Regiments, to carry the war to many of the Japanese held
Islands in the Pacific.

The postal history of the 1st Brigade is very hazy and it is known that
a post office marker was assigned to the Brigade but was not used.
Further, no Marine Mail Clerks were assigned.

Both the postmarker, with four killer bars, and the censor stamp are
particular to this unit and both, as yet, are untyped.
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This 1is a cover from a member of the 2nd Battalion 7th Marines
stationed at Pavuvu Island in the Russell Group between the 3rd May
1944 and the 8th September 1944, and again between the 30th October
1944 and the 10th March 1945,

The date stamp was issued by the Marine Corps Post Office 730, and
designated as IMCPO 325, which was later changed tonumber 12867. The
canceller is interesting in that the whole title of the Division is
included - 7TH MARINES 1ST MARINE DIVISION - FLEET MARINE FORCE -
and the notation U.S./MARINES between the killer bars.

The Unit's censor mark is applied in blue.

The date stamp with killer bars is Jersey type M-18, applied in
black.
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From Company "K", 35th Infantry Regiment.

C.d.s. Jersey type A-16
The Regiment operated as the 35th Inf antry Regiment
Combat Team, part of the Northem Landing Force. AP0 25
operated on Guadalcanal from 31 Dec, 1%2 until the move
northward on 21 July 193.
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A 1943 Cover from a member of the 31st Bomber Squadron c/o APO 709
stationed on Guadalcanal. The Cover has, however, been posted in

the Russell Islands at APO 43. The postmarker is Jersey type A-21
in use between 21 February and 28 June 1943 at APO 43.

The censor stamp is unusual and has not been noted before.
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The Cover illustrated above from a member of the 873rd Airborne
Engineers Aviation Battalion was posted on Guadalcanal on the 10th
November 1943. Postmarked with APO 709, circular cancellation with
killer bars (Jersey type A-7). The boxed cachet applied by the
censoring officer, mark number 19737, is Gisburn type 61.



14 Nou ¢4

BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS PROTECTORATE (WESTERN PACIFIC) —

WORLD WAR II CAMPAIGN, POSTAL HISTORY

Sl Iy S Ay

The above 1944 Cover is from a member of the Headquarters Company
of the 1st Battalion of the 29th Marines - 6th Marine Division.

The
and
the
The
for
May

The

Division was formed from the First Provisional Marine Brigade

was trained on and around the Guadalcanal area for its part in
amphibious landings on the Okinawa and Ryuku Island assaults.

Division departed Guadalcanal on the 15th March 1944, so dates
tge Division on Guadalcanal are 7th September 194 until 15th

1945.

postmarker with killer bars is, as yet, untyped and the censor

mark is Gisburn type 59.
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Miss Dorothy Czubay,
3117 - 36th st;
‘Long, Island City, N.Y.

L,S.A,

i

This is a cover from a member of the United States Naval Construction
Battalion No. 33. This Unit was stationed at Banika Island in the
Russell Group from the 21st February 1943 until February 1944.

Date stamp and killer bars are those of the 33rd C.B., with the slogan
USNCB/BATT 33 between the killer bars, Jersey type CB-3 (33rd NCB).
Unit censor stamp is applied in red to the front of the cover.
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¢haplain John P. licGuire
office of the Div. Chaplain,

VILTTARY ORDINARTATE
33 mast 51st Street,
Wew York, N. Y.

T. S A,

Censored By:
T Ll \.
. Col. Chap. Corps. \

A 1943 Cover from the Chaplain of the A3rd Infantry Division. This
Unit was stationed at various locations in the Protectorate as
follows:

Guadalcanal 17 February to 20 February 1943
Russell Islands 21 February to 28 June 1943
Munda, New Georgia Island 30 June 1943 to February 194L.

The Cover illustrated above, dated 11 June 1943, was posted when the
Unit was stationed in the Russell Islands. The cancellation is Jersey
type A-20 and the Cover is self-censored but, also applied, is Gisburn
type 57 censor stamp.
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A1943 Cover from a member of the 145th Infantry Division c¢/o APO 37
but posted at the Post Office of the 43rd Infantry Division, APO 43.
These two units were stationed on New Georgia Island at the same
time. APO 37 between 22 July 1943 and 8 September 1943 and APO 43
between 20 June 1943 and February 1944.

The Cover is dated 6 JUL 1943, cancelled with APO 43 date canceller
(Jersey type A-20) and the censor stamp is Gisburn type 61. The
Cover has no stamp applied as no doubt they were not available.
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From the 28th Special Service Company.

C.d.s. Jersey type A-235. This cds was used
by APO 292 when it was located in the
Russgell Islands between 15 March 194

and 8 Feb., 196
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This Cover, from a member of the 873rd Signal Company Depot, has
been cancelled with another of the rarer datestamps plus killer bars
and was used for a short period in 1944. It is Jersey type A-4 and
the censor stamp is Gisburn type 61.



QD Wy 44

BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS PROTECTORATE (WESTERN PACIFIC) —

WORLD WAR Il CAMPAIGN, POSTAL HISTORY
ummab SPAES  Folckg (MALINES)  wWellh el TT

—

---~‘r.'.r-_

‘Corr KB.Whescer-vsre
. VtD -25H, FrIAW, FrE

C’/p FFO SA» ﬁemosco,au'.

/fC" Boo}(~ or- THE- fTorTsy 0(03 jA_’C
8 85 /781500 AL &,

VMD-25L, Marine Photographic ¢ Squadron
FMAW Fleet Marine Air Wing

FMEF Fleet Marine Force

C.d.s. unlisted Navy type

The unit was stationed on Guadalcanal from
March 1944 until 10 July 194
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CASY .~ H = b2 D1/
Ty FLELT fPoST OFF/CE
. QAN. FINC/SCOo CALIF.

Carrier Aircraft Service Unit No. 11
- 6th Division (Marines)

C.d.s. blind U.S, Navy, type unlisted.

CASU-11 was in operation on Guadalcanal between
10 July 1943 and August 194J .



. ~ AFTER 5 DAYS RETURN TO

. [ TH SPEC. N.C.& Cob

% FLEET P O.
SAN. PRA—NC/Jco/ CAL

. %h : G\ 3
3 ! w .:‘_" 2y
N q/
B L

ll’l"' o>

ComPany "B nqH NAUAC comSTierion BAtiiliow | “SPReIaS”
THS KT WAS  STATIOWES AT NOBMEA, Nhy Cackbenia Fond

™E 30 ocrofEl 1943 BuTIL YAwdaly (944,




H, //Wl

6/2/7(7/ z/~
Ollholo.n G V,,ﬂél

4bu 0.9 NMAL ondTAMeTION Barration, Comlavy u/.é“, AByOTANT.

THS Wiy WES STATIew €N A7 FINSCUHAREA) | NRW EUNEX e
THE VALiodf WUitS  Aoh  Coufau1RS Mouinb To THE Abeue  hulwb yRE
34 BieRuhil 1942 Aud b MAoualy 1944, pTIL ng,&m&y/umew
94 4 .

B2 wib THE Pedion &Muoq[ 19 AL 1944 duyit | FRARUAZ v 194
THE By WeS STATIeURS AT MENDS I THE  ABMIRALTY 1SUAuRS
TO THE NOLTH el Mk CUNEA .



s ANy AR AR _aey ‘-' AEY sy
4,4#7/)#%4}”% Wopp
[ Fe 72613 Co. L9

--~---”~!

Comfiay N | Bord U.S. AL ComsTRueriow  Barpicion .
Yapr STATIONRA AT ADAYC, ACASKA  FloM 3 MWE 1943
Bt IS oV EMEEL 1944 .



A . . YN O N - N N ‘
FFC. Rerwarld Boksg
J/G/yﬂd co, —”045'. pm p o
3 330 VAR ve Do, J’/orxm - .
' CFPO -3Aamv Fiym 145 LI

ES AMERI

Sernt Comfany HEab RUALTELS  Putroony, Deh MALWES
By AN E MOS0, BLEET MALIWE  KelCE
TS dety  TOON pA&( I THE wiveis D of Glsaa , AN AS

Sdes LS ardTiowED At Gued EloM THE 31 MUY 1844
Borie i FEADSA RNy 1945,



