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A DISPLAY JF THE FIRST FZUR DUPLEX P2STAL MARKINGS
USED IN THE WASHINGTON, D.C. C\TY POSTOFFICE, |862~
1863y PREFALZED WI[THA SHIRT REVIEIN JF THE FﬂKCEﬁ
THAT SHAPED THEIR cREATION. THE FOUR DUPLEX MARKINGS
ARE PRESENTED INTHE FZL) 2LJIINgG ORTER. 2
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"A DUPLEX PoSTAL MARKING PERF2RMS TINZ TASK S AT THE
CAME TIME. T MARK® THE DAY ANP PLAZE WHERE THE LETTER
ENTERS THE WSTAL SYSTEM AND IT'RILLSY THE STAMP

PREVENT \Ngr |TS REUSE ORTZ INDICKTE soME ITHER
POSTAL FUNCTIIN.




PREFACE: apoimionaL PROCESSING STE P

WITH THE ISSUANCE 2F PZSTAGE STAMPS INIB#T AN ADDITIZNAL -
STEF INTHE PRIZESS NG ZF MAILS GCCURED "KILLING"
THE STAMP. IN ADDIT\@N T2 TUE DPATE = L2CZATION MARKING,
A SEPARATE MARWING CANCELLING THE STAMP RIAS
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IT WAS NOT L2oNG BEFZRE N THE DATE — LICATION LANDSTAMP
WAS USED T DATE LETTERS AND 'KILLY THE STAMP.
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PRE FACE: rppmioNAL PrRoCESSNG STEP CONFIRMED

IN JULY 1860 TUE PosST JFFICE. DEPARTMENT |SSUED A NOTICE T2
ALL POSTWASTEIZD REMINDING TUEM THAT DATE STAMPS
WERE NOT To®BE USED T2 "KILL THE STAMP. TUE KASHINGTIM
CITY POST OF FICE FOLLIWED TUE NATICE FIR A WHILE .
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PREFACE: MechanmizaTion BESINS

THE POSTAL REFZRMS THAT PRODUCED THE FIRST POSTALE
STAMPS ALS0 REDUCED PISTAGE RATES RESULTING 1M
INCREADING MAILNVZLUME . THE INCREASING MAL.
VO2LUME DEMANDED FASTER AND MJARE A CCURNTE
PROCESSI|NG OF THE NMAIL.

IN THE SPRING OF 186! THE U.S.
PIST OFFICE DEFPARTMENT
PURCHASED A STAMPIN&
MAZHINE FRIM THE BR\TISW
POST OFFIGE, EXACTLY
WHAT KIND OF A MAGHINE
THE BRIT\SH FP. 0, SOLD THE
U.S. P.O.D. 19 UNKNIOWN ,
IMASES OF TUE STAMPING-
P\ES, A CIRCULAR DATE STAMF
AND A DUFPLEX STAME,
PROVIDED WITH THE MAZHINE
WERE RECORVED IN THE

RECISTERED

RECISTERED
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IN A REFPORT COVERING \BG2., POSTMASTER-FENERAL
MINTE&OMERY BLAIR. KIRITE THAT TWo MACHINES WAD
BEEN TESTED AND FOZUND UNSATISFACTORY. 1T =2
BELIEVED THAT TUHE "ECCENTRIC" AND THE "WIAFFLE
IRON" DUPLEX MARK.INGS ARE FROM THESE EARLY
MAZHINE TESTS.




PERIOD 2F USE
4 -1l DECEMBER 1862
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| FIRST DAY OF USE 2F A DUPLEX POSTAL MARKING DEVICE
| IN THE WASHWINGTON, D.C. CITY POST OFFICE, 4 DECEMEER.
1862 | |

.amx KNaVJN LXAMI’LE; OF TRE \—’ULLYE—A\Z DATE N THE
PreTMARK. THE VERTIZAL ALIGNMENT oF THE "2' 14
MBe2Y 15 NOT VERTIZAL, AN INDIZATION THAT 1T WAS NOT

STAYING PUT. BY TRE END 2F THE FIRST PAY THE 2" 11AS

No LON&GER, INPLACE AND WAS NOT USED THEREAFTER. A

SURE INDICATOR. IF UNSAT\EFACTOK‘( PERFIRMACE..

BELIEVED, BUT NOT ZONFIRMED, APPLIED BY ONE oF THE.

TESTED MACHIMES MENTIONED 1IN MONT&OMERY BPPLAIR'S

1862 REFIRT MAKING n’ THE BEARLIEST MACHINE cANCE L.

N AMERAGA.




FIRST DUPLEX

SECIND DAY |
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A SUNDAX USALE CONFIRNMS A SEVEN DAY A
WEEK, OFPERATION WiR|CH INDICATES A VERYY
HEAVY VOLUME. oF MAI L.




FIRST DUPLEX: 'eccentric®

DISCOVERY
CO\/EK ‘f\i ™

"‘1.«145*‘ \DE:"';.}».T";‘. \ED

Y ? bid ’} e A
e -q.) § Y iy 1S ey,
TN sl el B L 1 e
3 o CONT R Cons? b, £
M | 17 e | Ty (o _’ e T ot

bet i ot
[&‘r:} b s 7 1Y >

R DECEIABER \862
NMoON DAY

FIFTH DAY oF USE

C & ,g <' :—- :-(——:‘
WAS LﬂCAl C)Q ON
7TH ST N.W, N:ah

MT. VERNZN 24

/wy&mw Zoiictico o ot $ep

N
g 3¢

See Sf62

by ik

KM@W‘(’—?Z</

%M@&wwa@/ma

Z/z%m/a \

%M@

"l/zx/u/m

Z;”“Z

M.M/W:Z T o Q/AWC e a%

EX. RICUARD GRANAM




FIRST DUPLEX: "EcceNTRIC
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POSTAGE STAMP, N2 T TUE TAR&ET KI\LLER,

THE SHORT PERIJD OF USE, THE LAZK OF CLARITY F THE
MARKINGS, AND THE SHORTARE OF PRLICESSED
LETTERS ARE SURE SI&NS OF THE UNSATISFACTORY
PERFIRMANCE BY THE TESTED MACHINES REPORTED BY
MONTGOMERY BELAIR IN AN 1862 REFIRT.




SECQND DUPLEX: “uarFLe 1RoN®
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LETTER DATELINED, 4 DECEMEER. 1862 BUT PISTMARKED
ON 5 DECEMBER.. BELIEVED, BUT NIT LONFIRMED AD
BEING AFPLIED BY AN EARLY STAMPING MAZKINE.




SE&&ND DU PLEX
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DAY INTERSECTIZN

CAMP VERIONT
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MEAR THE PRESENT

OF MACARTHUR BLVD.
AND LOUgHEORD RD,

L.L.TTE\Z NKITTEM 0M t'—"rZu?A‘r. 5 WCEM@EK 13(92, B UT NoT
PﬂﬁTMMW‘t? DNTIL SUNDAX, 7PECEMBER., THIS ALONGE WITH
AN "ECCENTRIC"DUPLEX ALS2 POSTMARKED ON SUNDAYY THE TTH
CONFIRMS A SEVEN DY ()\"E KAT\&N AND A \/E KY HEA.\/Y

\//L,UMC. oF MALL,




SECIZND DUPLEX: wiarrLE 1mon
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THE DOUBAE STRIKE CLEARLDX INDICATES THE "WAFFLE 1RON"
1S A DUPLEX PUSTAL MARKING.

"ACTING REAR ADMIRAL SAMUEL PHILIP LEE COMMANDED
THE NORTH ATLANTIC BLICKAIDING SQAUADRON, SEFTEMBEE
1862 TO OCTIBER, |1BL4. HE WAS A COUSIN oF ROBERT E. LEE
AND BROTHER-II-LAW T2 LINCOLN'S POSTMASTER -KENERAL
MONTSRONMERY BLAVR.,




SECOND DUFPLEX: "“warrFLE 1zon®

TUESDAY N { THE BRAV AT HOME.

| The maid who binds her warrior’s sash,
q DE;EMBE K laéz f - That snjile tliat well her pain dissembles,
'he whilg Deneath her drooping lash
One starry tear-drop hangs and trembles—
S lXTH DA\( dF U SE Though Heaven alone records the tear
And Fame shall never know her story,
Her heart shall shed @ dropas dear
3 Ase’er bedewed the field of glory!
1The wife who givds her husband’s sword
Mid little ones who weep or wonder,—
And bravely speaks the cheering word,
‘What thongh her heart be rent assunder,
‘Doomed nightly in her dreams to hear
The bolts of death around him raitle,—
IHad shed as sacred blood as e’er
Was poured upon the field of battle!

Y |The mother who conceals her grief,
I/ While to her breast her son she presses— ;
{\Then breathes a few brave wrrds and brlef
Kissing the patriot brow she blesses,—
With no one but ner secret God ¢ e
To know the pain that weighs upon hor, : i‘//(l'/f’ Of

Shed holy blood as e’er the sod :
Received on Freedom’s field of honor! ¢ ,§ 20 Exvmoess, of various sizen and colors, with diffrent songs,
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THIRD DUPLEX: ‘pue e

PERIO P 0oF USE
19 -22 JANUVARY \&4s3

AN UNCERTIFIED SZLDIERS LETTER MAKK:D "DUE2 W MM\\USAK(F’T
AND WITH THE "DUE 3% DUPLEX. AT THE WASHINGTON 1 7Y ()
POST OFFIEE 2N 22 JANUARY (1823).

"DURING THE EARLY DAYS 9F TUE <IVIL WAR, COMPULS IR
PREPAYMENT JF POSTAGE WITH STAMPS oN LETTEES FRIM SOLDIEKS
LIAS WAIVED WHEN THE LETTER WADS CEZTIFIED AS A SOLDIER'S
LETTER DY AN JFFICER.. ‘DICTORS, SURGEZNS, AND dTHER MEDICAL
PERSONNEL WERE NOT £ONSIDERED OFF|\CERS AND £ZO0ULD NOY
CERT\FY HOSPITALIZED SOLDIERS MAIL, UNCERTIFIED LETTERS
RAD To &2 TO THE D.L.0O. WHERE THEY £OULD BE JPENED AND
A DETERMIMATION MADE, SJOLDIER'S LETTERS WERE TURNED
OVER T2 THE WASHINGTON £\TY P2ST OFFICE WHERE MARKED
'‘DLE 3" THE POST OFFILE DEPARTMENT, THE DEAD LETTER
OFFICE, AND THE LIASHINGTON SITY POST IFFICE WERE ALL
LOCATED IN TRE. SAME BUILDING WITH THE D.L. 2. 9N TUE
FLOOR DIRECTL( OVER TUWE CITY PoST OFF\CLE,
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AN UNZERTIFIED LETTEK LATER. DETERMINGD &Y THE DEAD LETTER
DEFIZE TOBE A SOLDIER'S LETTER AND S2 MARKED. P2STED AT
THE WASKINGTIN CIT POST JOFFICE oM 22 JANDARY 1863 WITH

"PDUE 3" REPLACING THE KILLER IN THE WAFFLE 1RON DUPLEX.,




FZURTH DUPLEX: pzueLe crele TarsET

PERIZD Z2F USE
7-\1 MARCH 1863
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"ADDRESSED T2 SAMUEL PHLUIP LEE — THE "_EE" IN'BLAIR =
LEE WJUSE" TUE PRESIDENT'S & UEST HIUSE ACRAISS TVWE
AVENUE FROM THE WHITE HUSE IN WASHIN&TON, D. C.




Fﬂ U RTH DUPLEX: psuele cirsie TaraeT
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EX éEOk&E TURNE R,
FREE FRAMK OF SENATOR C!—\ARLE.‘:E SULANEFR " MA RS i—\l&ﬁ'.‘a

I\ DOUBLE CIRCLE WITH SERIFFED LETTERING COMBINED LITH A
2-RING TARLZET DUPLEX MARKING SHOWING CLARITY AND
SHARPNESS. ITS BRIEF USE OF JUST BUAYS, 7 MARGH 18672
TUROUGH 1 MARZH 1863, IMPLIES THE P2SS\BI\LITY 0B BEING
BY AN BARLY MECHANICAL DEVISE, — ROBERT PANNE

CNCLUSION | i

WHILE [NITHOUT PASITWE DU MENTATI&N THESE Fﬂua EARLY
DUPLEX MARKINGS AEE VERY LIKEDY Tl—\E EAKLIEST
MECHANICALLY APPLIED POSTAL MARKINGS IN TUE LLS.A. TRE
CONMBINING gF TUE DATE STAMF AND THE KILLER STAMY INTZ A
BINALE MARKING DEVICE KIAS THE FIRST STEFP IN THE
MECHANIZATION OF MAIL PROCESSING IN THE U, A, MANY
MZRE. PUPLEX MARKINGS FoLlLoul AS TUE PRST OFFICE
FONTINUED TQ DENVELOPE. HAND STRUCK AND MAZHINE DEVIZES
To PROCESS THE MAIL QUIZKLDY AND EFFICIENTLY. THESE
EFFORTY S HAVE RESULTED INTODRY'S H\GH VIOLUME MAZHKINES,
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