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Benjamin Homans was born in 1787. From 1810 through 1812 he served as The Massachusetts
Secretary of the Commonwealth (Secretary of State).

He then moved to Washington DC where he served as Chief Clerk of the US Navy. In 1814, as
the British troops approached, Homans was ordered to save as much of the Navy’s records and
memorabilia as possible. In his words:

On Sunday three of the clerks were employed packing up in boxes and trunks, all the
books of record, papers, library, maps, charts, plans, stationary, trophies, various
valuable instruments, paintings, prints, &c., ready for removal on the next day; and in
the evening of Sunday, the 21st of August, two river boats, with their crews, were
engaged for the-purpose at the ordinary pay and wages.

On Monday, the 22d August, two of the city carts were engaged, and all the boxes and
articles in the Navy Department (heavy desks and furniture excepted,) were put on
board a boat at the nearest wharf to the offices, and at 4 P.M. preceded up the river, as
far as Georgetown. ...

On Tuesday, the 23d August, the chief clerk [Homans], with one of the clerks of the
Department, proceeded up the river Potomac, and passed through the locks and canal
to a place of safety. There was no difficulty in procuring more boats and men enough to
navigate them up the river above the falls.

Homans was the acting Secretary of the Navy between the appointment of Benjamin
Crowninshield and his conformation.

Homans died in 1825.
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William H. Crawford of Georgia, Secretary of the
Treasury 1816 to 1825, on stamped front as a free frank.
Crawford also served in the Senate 1807-13 and as
Secretary of War 1815-15.
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