24. [MARITIME] [MILITARY — WORLD WAR TWO] [PETROLEUM] [PHILATELY]

1941-1942 - A correspondence archive &= e i
documenting the internment of an American oil = Wi & M’“w;i%«.
company employee in Hong Kong by the o o

Japanese army and his return to the United / g i
States on the MS Gripsholm Swedish ..,.wn::.‘o&ﬂmm |
repatriation ship. e 1" i ‘

There are 14 pieces of correspondence (13 letters
and one telegram) in this archive. All were sent to
either Mr. or Mrs. J. F. Powell of Port Henry, New
York between 17 December 1941 and 9 August
1942 using a mix of postage. Most were sent by ie)
the Manager of the Asiatic Division of the
California Texas Oil Company (CALTEX) from New
York City. One was sent by the American Red
Cross, and the telegram and one letter were sent by the Powell's son, who had been interned in Hong
Kong. All are in nice shape. Transcripts will be provided.

As part of its attempt to conquer all of Asia during World War 11, Japan launched its attack on Hong Kong
on the morning of 8 December 1941 one day after its infamous sneak attack on Pearl Harbor.
Outnumbered British, Canadian, and Hong Kong Defense forces were soon overwhelmed and the
Japanese army crossed the Victoria Harbor on the 18™. The city officially surrendered a week later on
Christmas Day.

Excerpts include:

15 December 1941 — As the Japanese prepared to assault Hong Kong, the Powell’s son was able to send
a Western Union telegram that simply stated, “Everything OK Don’t worry”.

17 December 1941 (the day before the Japanese crossed Victoria Harbor) — “We are glad to advise that
we have to-day received advice from Hong Kong, by cable, that your son and the rest of our staff in Hong
Kong are well and safe. . ..”

26 December 1941 (the day after Hong Kong surrendered) — “For you information, your son is located in
Hong Kong and a recent cable received from Hong Kong advised that all of our staff there are well and
safe. . ..”

11 February 1942 — “We have not had any word lately from our people in Hong Kong . . . but we are
endeavoring to communicate with them through our government at Washington, and they believe some
means will be established for communications. . .. It is our belief that all of our people in Hong Kong are
safe and well . . . and also our other employees who are in cities that have been captured by the
Japanese. . ..”

14 March 1942 — “We have had a message from Mr. Sumner Welles, Assistant Secretary of State . . .
advising that they have been able to get in touch with our employees in Shanghai and Tientsin, and that
our staffs are free, in good health, and living in their private residences. They are endeavoring also to
get in touch with our people in Hong Kong. . ..”

20 March 1942 — “We are just in receipt of a cable from our Chunking representative, Mr. J. M. Hanson,
which reads as follows : ‘Have information Hong Kong American staff safe.”. ..”

1 April 1942 — “At the present time our people are confined to the Texaco Terminal quarters. . ..”
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After 5 days return to
CALIFORNIA TEXAS OIL COMPANY, LTD.
130 East 43rd Street
New Yok, N. Y.

VIA AIR MAIL

ONE THIRTY EAST fFOﬁTY-T.HIRD STREET

J. F. Powell,

Mr.

Port Henry, Essex County, K. ¥

NEW YORK, N. Y.

December 17, 19

that we have to-day received advice

your son and the rest of our staff

ep you fully informed.

OMPANY, LIMITED

r Asiatic Division.



New Yoek, N. Y.

130 East 43¢d Street

After 5 days retuen to
CALIFORNIA TEXAS OIL COMPANY, LTD,
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VIA AIR MAIL

Mrs, J. F. Powell,

ONE THIRTY EAST FORTY-THIRD STREET

3 Brook Street,

Port Henry, N. Y.

NEW YORK, N. Y.

er 8th addressed to Mr. L. D.

een referred to the writer for

your son is located in Hong Kong

m Hong Kong advised that all of

fe,

rently informed as we receive further

KAS \OIL/COMPANY, LIMITED

/Méhager Asiatic Division.




After 5 days return to
CALIFORNIA TEXAS OIL COMPANY, LIMITED

130 East 43rd Street

NEW YORK, N. Y.

CABLE ADDRESS
CALTEX, NEW YORK

CaALIFORNIA TExas OiL CompPANY, LIMITED
130 EAST 43RP STREET
NEW YORK

February 11, 1942.

Mrs. J. F. Powell,
3 Brook Street,
Port Henry, N. Y.

Dear lrs. Powell:

Referring to your letter of February 9th, we have not

had any word lately from our people in Hong Kong, either direct

~os—s ss wa ape endeavoring to communicate with them
at Washington, and they believe some means
communication, and for the purpose of send-
Kong some money for their necessities.

ef thatdl of our people in Hong Kong are

an rest assured that our company will use
le the position of your son, and also our

in cities that have been captured by the

get any definite word we will be sure to

Port Henry, N. Y.

1 COMPANY, LIMITED

Mrs., J. F. Powell,
3 Brook Street,



CABLE ADDRESS
CALTEX, NEW YORK

CALIFORNIA TExas OiL ComMPANY, LIMITED
130 EAST 43RP STREET
NEW YORK

March 1L, 1942,

Mr. J. W. Powell,
3 Brook Street,
Port Henry, N. Y.
Dear Mr. Powell:

We have had a message from Mr. Sumner Welles, Assistant
Secretary of State at Washington, D.C., advising that they have
been able to get in touch with our employees in Shanghai and
rientsin, and that our staffs are free, in good health, and living

in their private residences.

They are endeavoring also to get in touch with our people

in Hone Kong. Aapd as annan aa wa manaisa mme-m ~A—fo- 2 s1tg paogpd

After 5 days return t2

CALIFORNIA TEXAS OIL COMPANY, LIMITED > ;——';:\":4;‘ y ——ﬁﬁ g
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NEW YORK, N. Y. g X s )
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Mr. J. w. POWell!
3 Brook Street,

Port Henry, N. Y. ,\7



After 5 days return to

CALIFORNIA TEXAS OIL COMPANY, LIMITED

CABLE ADDRESS
CALTEX, NEW YORK

CALIFORNIA TExas OiL ComPANY, LIMITED
130 EAST 43RP STREET
NEW YORK

March 20, 1942.

Mr. J. F. Powell,
3 Brook Street,
Port Henry, N, Y.

Dear My. Powell:
We are just in receipt of a cable from our Chungking

Hanson, which reads as follows:

ion Hong Kong American staff

|:x = 3 ing to get in touch with your son, Mr.
\2 K ngton, and as soon as we receive further
f. A i rou informed.
){gtl N\ Yours very 1y,
Gt S 1\ .
Cal ey >
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After 5 days return to
CALIFORNIA TEXAS OIL COMPANY, LIMITED

CABLE ADDRESS
CALTEX, NEW YORK

-~

CALIFORNIA TExas OiL CompPANY, LIMITED

130 EAST 43RP STREET
NEW YORK

April 1, 1942,

Mr. J. F. Powell,
3 Brook Street,
Port Henry, N. Y.
Dear Mr., Powell:
'ed a message, indirectly, from Hong Kong

ople in Hong Kong are well. There is also

o @ | e present time our people are cbnf%ggd to
= I ‘ters, where they, no doubt, would be quite
f%;“i;? further advices we will keep yoﬁ informed-
S i] +§ Yours very iruly,
-

130 East 43rd Street

NEW YORK, N. Y.

-

Port Henry, N. Y.

yr., J. F. Powell,
3 Brook Street,



CABLE ADDRESS
CALTEX, NEW YORK

CALlFoRNIA Texas OiL ComPANY, LIMITED
130 EAST 43RP STREET
NEW YORK

April 28, 1942,

Mrs, J. F, Powell,
3 Brook Street,
Port Henry, N. Y.
Dear Mrs, Powell:
With regard to your son, who is at present detained in
Hong Kong because of the Japanese occupation of that city:
We have just received a telegram from Mr. Cordell Hull,

Secretary of Stete, advising that the State Department has recei ved

information through official sources, dated April'2lst, that our

-

/

Hong Kong staff are in good health and request families be advised.

After 5 days return to

CALIFORNIA TEXAS OIL COMPANY, LIMITED =y S S
130 East 43rd Street ), PR, - T AT L
NEW YORK, N. Y. 376 O CU7rAID.

I S—

Mrs. J. F. Powell,
3 Brook Street,

Port Henry, N. Y.



After 5 days return to
CALIFORNIA TEXAS OIL COMPANY, LIMITED

130 Bast 43rd Street
NEW YORK, N. Y.

Powell

']-o F'

Mrs.

CABLE ADDRESS
CALTEX, NEW YORK

CALIFORNIA TExAas OIL ComMPANY, LIMITED

3 Brook Street

Port Henry, New York

130 EAST 43R°P STREET

<
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the American Red Cross has
to transmit messages to any
China or the Phillippines.

ssage Form should be filled

e returned Bromptly to the

ed Cross. lMessages are limi-
urely personal nature, If
rds, so much the better.

best of your ability.

lourse, that neither we nor
larantee the delivery of any
>e made to effect delivery.

l by the Red Cross at fairly
10t consider it advisable to
's oftener than, say, once a

» £111 out forms for any
» messages should merely be
'sed to the undersigned.

like to assure you that the
o communicate with interned
have also placed on deposit
ubstantial sum of money to

e opportunity presents it-

Yours very truly

J. V., Murray

Manage%sizu Division
By: ,:jé?



CALIFORNIA TEXAS OIL COMPANY, LIMITED
130 EAST 43RD STREET
NEW YORK

June 4, 1942.

Mrs, J. F. Powell,
3 Brook Street,

Port Henry, N. Y.
Dear Mrs, Powell:

We are very glad to advise that we have a notif ication
from the State Department in Washington that there will be an ex-
change of civilian prisoners in the near future, and that your son
is on the list to come out of Hong Kong on the first boat, and the
jndications are that there is a very good chance that a boat will
be leaving Hong Kong about the middle of June with these civilian
internees, and that your son will be on that boet.

If we get any further advices we will keep you informed.

CALIFORNIA TEXA OMPANY, LIMITED

/Ma/nagr Asiatic Division.
=

/.

JVM-TFF



July 7, 1942

le: Powell, John Walter
s+ Powell, John ¥,
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After 5 days returm to

CALIFORNIA TEXAS OIL COMPANY, LTD.
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ONE THIRTY EAST FORTY-THIRD STREET

‘f‘

N.

F. Powell,

J.
3 Brook Street,
Port Henry,

Mrs.

NEW YORK, N. Y.

Tuly 24, 1942. 4

J. W, POWELL

. arranged for our South African

L]

renco Marques to meet the incom-

on board from Hong Kong, and we have
ople in Africa advising that your
 and was trans-shipping by the
rning to the U.S.A., and the latest

'ipsholm" will arrive in New York

nformation regarding the arrival
rise you.

'y truly,

COMPANY, LIMITED

lager Asiatic Division.
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CALIFORNIA TEXAS OIL COMPANY, LIMITED
130 EAST 43RD STREET
NEW YORK

August 10, 1942,

J. W, POWELL

Mrs., J. F. Powell,
3 Brook Street,

Port Henry, N. Y.
Dear Mrs, Powell:

The latest information we have is that the S/S "Gripsholm"
is now at Rio, and is expected to arrive in New York on approximately
August 24th apdto dock at Jersey City.

We are arranging for two of our shipping people to meet the
boat to assist in getting our employees through the customs and to

advance them any money they may require. Other of our officials will

also endeavor to meet the boat on arrival iEohiasmm ‘e Customs

turn to
Afeer 5 daye TSRS ITED

COM go on the
CAI RNIA TEXAS OIL
e 130 East 43rd Street ) )
NEW YORK, N. Y. 1tion is
sengers,
i 7. powell, s several
3 Brook gtreet,
accommo-
port Henry, N. T. .
ace to
rogram
Yours very truly,
CALIFORNIA TEXAS OMPANY, LIMITED
i Tow

vanacer Asistic Division
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1941-1942 - A correspondence archive = .. e
documenting the internment of an American oil St i
company employee in Hong Kong by the
Japanese army and his return to the United
States on the MS Gripsholm Swedish

repatriation ship.

There are 14 pieces of correspondence (13 letters
and one telegram) in this archive. All were sent to
either Mr. or Mrs. J. F. Powell of Port Henry, New

York between 17 December 1941 and 9 August AR NAL
1942 using a mix of postage. Most were sent by eI
the Manager of the Asiatic Division of the Port Baney, Basex dousty, . Y.

California Texas Oil Company (CALTEX) from New

York City. One was sent by the American Red |
Cross, and the telegram and one letter were sent by the Powell’s son, who had been interned in Hong
Kong. All are in nice shape. Transcripts will be provided.

As part of its attempt to conquer all of Asia during World War Il, Japan launched its attack on Hong Kong
on the morning of 8 December 1941 one day after its infamous sneak attack on Pearl Harbor.
Outnumbered British, Canadian, and Hong Kong Defense forces were soon overwhelmed and the
Japanese army crossed the Victoria Harbor on the 18™. The city officially surrendered a week later on
Christmas Day.

As the Japanese prepared to assault Hong Kong, the Powell’s son was able to send a telegram from
Western Union’s Hong Kong office on 15 December that simply stated, “Everything OK Don’t worry”.

Most of the following correspondence consists of updates from CALTEX as the company gained more
information about its employees status. Its first letter was sent on 17 December 1941, the day before
the Japanese crossed Victoria Harbor. The second was sent on 26 December, the day after Hong Kong
surrendered. On 1 April, the Powell’s were informed that their son was well and being “confined to the
Texico Terminal quarters” in Hong Kong”.

On 4 June, the Powell’s received official word that the Japanese had agreed to “an exchange of civilian
prisoners in the near future, and the your son is on the list to come out of Hong Kong on the first boat.”

A month later they were informed that “American Nationals [were] to be embarked on the Asama Maru”
and that their son “would be transferred at Lourenco Marques [along with the rest of passengers] to the
[Swedish ship] MV Gripsholm and proceed to the United States.”

When the passengers transferred in Brazil, their son was able to send a quick letter on 9 August
explaining how they could reach him after he arrived in New York, and the following day, CALTEX sent
the Powell’s a letter with more detailed information.

The California Texas Oil Company was formed in 1936 as a joint venture between the Texas Company
(TEXACO) and Standard Oil of California (now Chevron) to market Saudi Arabian oil throughout Africa, the
Middle East, Asia, Australia, and New Zealand. It still exists today as part of the Chevron Corporation.
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