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Overview
15 US Congresses Served House Years of Service State / Territory Position Party
38th - 41st {1863 - 1871) 1863 - 1871 Pennsyivania Representative Republican
43rd - 53rd (1873 - 1893} 1873 - 1893
Biography

O P NEILL, Charles, 2 Representative from Pennsylvania; born in Philadelphia, Pa., March 21, 1821; was graduated from

Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa., in 1840; studied law; was admitted to the bar in 1843 and commenced practice in Philadelphia;
member of the State house of representatives 1850-1852 and in 1860; served in the State senate in 1853; elected as a Republican to the
Thirty-eighth and to the three succeeding Congresses (March 4, 1863-March 3, 1871); unsuccessful candidate for reelection in 1870 to the
Forty-second Congress; elected to the Forey-third and to the ten succeeding Congresses and served from March 4, 1873, unil his death in
Philadelphia, Pa., on November 25, 1893; interment in West Laurel Hill Cemetery, Montgomery County, Pa.
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LINCOLN, William Slosson, a Representative from New York; born in Berkshire (now Newark Valley), Tioga
County, N.Y., August 13, 1813; attended the common schools; studied law; was admitted to the bar;
engaged in mercantile pursuits and subsequently in the manufacture of leather; postmaster of Newark
Valley from September 20, 1838, to February 24, 1841, and from December 19, 1844, to September 19,
1866; served as supervisor in 1841, 1844, 1865, and 1866; justice of the peace in 1852 and 1855; elected
as a Republican to the Fortieth Congress (March 4, 1867-March 3, 1869); was not a candidate for
reelection; engaged in the practice of law in Washington, D.C., until his death on April 21, 1893; interment
in Oak Hill Cemetery.
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C

POTTER, Clarkson Nott, a Representative from New
York; born in Schenectady, N.Y., April 25, 1825; completed
preparatory studies and was graduated from Union College,
Schenectady, N.Y., in 1842 and from Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute as a civil engineer in 1843; served as a surveyor in
Wisconsin in 1843; studied law; was admitted to the bar in
1846 and commenced practice in New York City in 1847,
elected as a Democrat to the Forty-first, Forty-second, and
Forty-third Congresses (March 4, 1869-March 3, 1875); de-
clined to be a candidate for renomination in 1874; elected to
the Forty-fifth Congress (March 4, 1877-March 3, 1879);
chairman, Committee on Pacific Railroads (Forty-fifth Con-
gress); declined to be a candidate for renomination in 1878;
president of the Democratic State conventions in 1875 and
1877; delegate to the Democratic National Conventions in
1872 and 1876; unsuccessful candidate for Lieutenant Gover-
nor in 1879; trustee of Union College 1863-1882; president of
the American Bar Association in 1881 and 1882; died in New
York City on January 23, 1882; interment probably in the
Vale Cemetery, Schenectady, N.Y.

Bibliography: DAB; Vazzano, Frank P. “The Louisiana Question Resur-
rected: The Potter Commission and the Election of 1876.” Louisiana Histo-
ry 16 (Winter 1975): 39-57. 4
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